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To: VT PGA 
From:  Alice Hadley

May 28, 2010
Dear Pros,
As the 6th Annual Jeff Hadley Day ALS Benefit Golf Tournament approached this year, I began to really worry.  The weather had turned warm and sunny. I prayed it would rain.  “Please, Mother Nature, get the rain out of your system!  But, no.  Day after day of lovely weather persisted and I became more and more sure rain, wind and even snow would be unleashed on “our” day.  After all, who can forget Jeff Hadley Day 2009?  Torrential rain on our May date forced us to postpone until October.  In October, cold, wet snow forced us to abandon play altogether.  We had always put Jeff in charge of the weather and last year, he was definitely not holding up his end of the deal.  I worried he had left us on our own.  But this year, there was no denying he was back!  Despite my (uncharacteristic!) pessimism, our stretch of beautiful weather held and Jeff Hadley Day 2010 was one of those rare, Vermont summer days Jeff loved so much; cloudless, hot and, most amazingly, bug-free.  Thank you Jeff!


An even bigger thank you goes out to all of you who dug deep into your pockets and cleared your busy calendars to honor Jeff and support the effort he started 6 years ago to fund a cure for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), the disease that ended his life in May, 2006.  A very special thank you goes out to Dave Christy and Dave Pfannenstein, without whom none of this would be possible.  Their devotion to this cause and to Jeff touches me deeply.  

When Jeff was diagnosed with ALS in 2004, it left him little time to raise the money so needed to fund research into this incurable and untreatable disease.  Jeff’s family carries the rare and tragic genetic form of ALS, passed on from generation to generation.  Jeff was desperate, not to save himself, but to save his family.  He turned to you for help and, even 6 years later, you have not let him down.


This year, you raised another $30,000 for the Cambridge, MA-based ALS Therapy Development Institute. (www.als.net)  When you rallied to Jeff’s call for help the first time 6 years ago, ALS TDI was only a few years old struggling for funding and respect from the more established ALS scientific community.  It was founded by one man to try to save the life of his ALS-stricken brother.  That story resonated with Jeff and ALS TDI became Jeff’s cause.  Today, ALS TDI is the biggest lab in the country dedicated solely to finding a cure for ALS.  It employs 30 researchers working on 50 promising projects.  One of those projects is very close to finally getting approval to move from mouse models to being tested on ALS patients.  After years and years of tireless effort, a treatment is in the offing.  It is a beginning.  It is what Jeff wanted so badly.  It is what you made happen.

So, while “thank you” hardly seems adequate, please know that Jeff, his family and the 5,000 people diagnosed with ALS every year are more grateful than you can possibly imagine.  You really are making a difference.  Thank you for caring.
